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bible Page detail, c. 1500. This
beautiful arrangement features contrast
between the dense, unbroken text
column and a flurry of surrounding
details, including a drop cap, marginal
notes, and triangular chapter summary.

This early typographic book uses a symbol to divide paragraphs, creating a dense column.
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Pheasants,
Partridges,
and Grouse;
Buttonquail
America’s ph e as an t s, part r i d g e s, g r o u s e , and p tar m ig an
are not generally considered real beauties, being known more as drab brown
game birds. But the main family of these chickenlike birds, Phasianidae, with
a natural Old World distribution, contains some of the globe’s most visually
striking larger birds, chiefly among the pheasants, like the Silver Pheasant,
Crested Fireback, and Common Peafowl illustrated here.The most historically
(and gastronomically) significant, if usually unheralded, member of the group
is Asia’s Red Junglefowl, the wild ancestor of domestic chickens.
All chickenlike birds (except buttonquail) are contained in order
Galliformes. In the past, most (excluding the megapodes and curassows)
were included in family Phasianidae, but more recently, the grouse (treated
here), which occur over North America and northern Eurasia, have been
separated into their own family of 18 species, Tetraonidae, and the New
World quail into their own family (treated on p. 87). Phasianidae itself now
contains 155 species, including partridges, francolins, junglefowl, Old World
quail, and pheasants. Several Old World species, such as Chukar, Gray
Partridge, and Ring-necked Pheasant, were introduced to North America
as game birds and are now common here.
Birds in these groups are stocky, with short, broad, rounded wings;
long, heavy toes with claws adapted for ground-scratching; short, thick,
chickenlike bills; and short or long tails, some of the pheasants having tails
to 5 feet (1.5 m) long. Some small quails, such as the Harlequin Quail, are
only about 6 inches (15 cm) long. Many species, particularly among the
pheasants, are exquisitely marked with bright colors and intricate patterns,
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Too many signals?
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museums of tomorrow: a virtual discussion Book spread, 2004. Designed by Franc Nunoo-Quarcoo and Karen Howard.
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design beyond design Book spread, 2004. Designed and edited by Jan van Toorn.
Lines and blocks of text slide into the margin to mark changes of voice in an ongoing conversation.
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On the web, paragraphs are usually marked with a skipped line, wasting lots of vertical space.

